It’s a matter of resources

An independent rescue posted
on a forum recently a second
notice that an animal control
facility had a couple of dogs
and cats that were going to be
euthanized within two days if
not adopted or taken in by res-
cue. No one had offered to as-
sist. He lashed out at his fel-
low rescuers for not doing
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In another instance, a dog
owner contacted a rescue
group. She was no longer able
to care for her senior dog and
wanted a rescue group to take
it, When they declined, citing
resources, the owner replied in
anguish and anger that the re-
fusal of the group to take her
dog meant its demise. She
would have to give it to the
local facility, a sure death.
War stories? Almost anyone
can cite happenings, cases, etc
often called “war stories.”
However, these are not “
war  stories.” They are but
two examples of almost every-

day. And, with the economy the
way it is, more people are giv-
ing up their pets. They cannot
keep them. They no longer have
a house, lost their job, or cannot
afford pets any longer.
But, even before "the economic
problems, people were giving
up pets. And, when many do,
they look for rescue groups to
step in and immediately solve
their problem and save their
pets. Unfortunately it seldom
happens that way.
Rescue volunteers wear their
hearts on their proverbial
sleeves, but deal with the reali-
ties of what they do and cannot
do. The sheer numbers of pets
needing rescue is mind numb-
ing. The costs of caring for
these unwanted unfortunates
can easily run into the three
digit amounts. Foster homes are
always hard to come by, and
sadly many of them are also
feeling affects of the economy.
In many communities there are
laws limiting numbers of pets in
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Puppy to mouth resuscitation?

a home. When an inquiry comes in,
and there are no more open homes,
or fosters, or money, any volunteer
will tell you how very helpless they
feel, and how so very much it hurts
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Happy belated 4th






